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Claims 

1. Valve for an aerosol container, the valve comprising a valve body; 
within said valve body, a sealing ring; and receivable by said sealing ring, a 

5 valve stem having a dispensing passage, the valve stem being slidably movable 
within the sealing ring from a valve-closed position to a valve-open position in 
which the interior of the valve body is in communication with the dispensing 
passage, wherein the sealing ring is shaped such as to reduce the contact area 
between the sealing ring and the valve stem. 

10 

2. Valve according to claim 1 , wherein the area of contact between the 
sealing ring and the valve stem is less than 90% of what the area of contact 
would be if the sealing ring had square-cut edges. 

15 3. Valve according to either of claims 1 or 2, wherein the sealing ring is 

formable by a moulding process. 

4. Valve according to claim 3 wherein the moulding process is injection 
moulding. 

20 

5. Valve according to claim 3 wherein the moulding process is 
compression moulding. 

6. Valve according to claim 3 wherein the moulding process is transfer 
25 moulding. 

7. Valve according to any of claims 1 to 6, wherein the sealing ring is not 
movable relative to the valve body. 

30 8. Valve according to claim 7, wherein the sealing ring is held within a 

cavity in the valve body. 

9. Valve according to any of claims 1 to 8, wherein the stem-receiving 

part of the sealing ring has at least one rounded edge. 

35 
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10. Valve according to any of claims 1 to 9, wherein the stem- 

receiving part of the sealing ring presents a lobed surface to the stem. 

11- Valve according to claim 10, wherein the lobed surface and the 

stem-receiving part of the stem define one or more wells. 

12. Valve according to claim 11, wherein said one or more wells contain 
lubricant material therein. 

13. Valve according to any of claims 1 to 12, wherein the valve body has a 
metering chamber, a sampling chamber and therebetween is provided a second 
sealing ring within which the stem is slidably movable, the valve stem having a 
transfer passage such that in the valve-closed position the dispensing passage 
is isolated from the metering chamber and the metering chamber is in 
communication with the sampling chamber via said transfer passage, and in the 
valve-open position the dispensing passage is in communication with the 
metering chamber and the transfer passage is isolated from the metering 
chamber, wherein the second sealing ring is shaped such as to reduce the 
contact area between the second sealing ring and the valve stem. 

14. Valve according to claim 13, wherein the area of contact between the 
second sealing ring and the valve stem is less than 90% of what the area of 
contact would be if the second sealing ring had square-cut edges. 

15. Valve according to either of claims 13 or 14, wherein the second 
sealing ring is formable by a moulding process. 

16. Valve according to claim 15 wherein the moulding process is injection 
moulding. 

17. Valve according to claim 15 wherein the moulding process is 
compression moulding. 

18. Valve according to claim 15 wherein the moulding process is transfer 
moulding. 
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